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Meeting Called to Order
The Joint Board of Zoning Appeals of Greenwood County met in Room 201 of the Greenwood County Courthouse on Monday, April 5, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. A quorum was present with the following members in attendance:

F.  R.  Rushton, Chairman


Grant Blair
Glynn Boles
Mack Butler
Michael Butler



                
R. Wayne Craft
L Wayne Mathis
Nancy Wrenn
Greenwood City/County Planning Department Staff present:

Paul Gilbert, Zoning Administrator
Melissa Duff CPS, Secretary
Approval of November 2, 2009 Minutes
Chairman Rushton called for a motion to accept the minutes.  R. Wayne Craft made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mack Butler and the motion carried unanimously.

Hearing Procedures

Chairman Rushton read the Hearing Procedures.

4-Point Criteria

Paul Gilbert read the 4-Point Criteria from the South Carolina Code of Laws for granting variances. 
Chairman Rushton introduced the new Zoning Administrator, Paul Gilbert to the Board of Zoning and Appeals.  Mr. Gilbert thanked the board and stated that he was glad to be working in the Planning Department.
Public Hearing

The first item on the agenda was Variance request number V-10-04-01 (County District 5) by Timothy H. Stewart.   The property is located at 113 Hagood Road and is zoned RDD (Rural Development District).  The property accommodates a single-family residence and is located on Lake Greenwood.   The property is identified by G-Pin number 6869-215-919.   The variance being requested is to reduce the 40-foot setback from 440-foot elevation of Lake Greenwood to permit the construction of an addition to the side and rear of the existing residence.

Paul Gilbert gave the staff overview as follows:
The applicant is requesting a 4.84-foot variance from the required 40-foot setback from the Lake Greenwood contour line (440-feet) in order to construct an addition to the side and rear of an existing approximately 1,008 square-foot residence.   The proposed addition will encroach into the 40-foot setback in three locations: 1.52-feet at the northwest corner of the proposed addition; 1.40-feet at the southwest corner; and 4.84-feet on the side of the property, at the southeast corner.   

The address of the subject property is 113 Hagood Road, in Greenwood, SC, is presently zoned RDD (Rural Development District) and is located on Lake Greenwood.   The property is identified by G-PIN 6869-215-919 and is owned by Susan R. Madden and Timothy H. Stewart.   The subject parcel is approximately 0.53-acres in size.   The site falls from a high elevation of 454-feet along the northern property line to 440-feet along both the western property line and for much of the southern property line, where the topography falls sharply to Lake Greenwood.  The lone improvement on the site is a single family residence, having a finished floor elevation of 450.5-feet.  The proposed addition will include approximately 510 square-feet of finished building space; a concrete covered patio of 304 square-feet; and a new uncovered concrete patio of about 256 square-feet, all of which will be at or near the same finished floor elevation of the existing residence.   

North and south of the subject parcel are similar lake-oriented lots, most all of which are improved with single-family residences; however, the lot immediately adjacent (to the north) is unimproved.   Lots to the east of Hagood Road are “interior” lots, and are generally undeveloped or improved with single-family residences or mobile homes.  Hagood Road is a two-lane paved road, accessed via Freeway Road (from Old Laurens Road), and all traffic in the vicinity of the subject site is local.

According to the plan submitted by the applicant, the 4.84-foot variance being requested herein represents a 12% reduction of the 40-foot required setback from the 440-foot elevation of Lake Greenwood.     

This request meets all of the 4-point criteria for granting variances.

1)  There are exceptional (topographic and natural) conditions that pertain to the 

      particular property.

2)  The enforcement of the ordinance could potentially create a hardship.

3)  The conditions cited in this request do not generally apply to other properties 

      in the vicinity.
4)  Relief, if granted, would not be of substantial detriment to the public good and 

      would not impair the ordinance.

Chairman Rushton opened the Public Hearing.  Chairman Rushton first pointed out the structure under questioning, which was the structure coming down from the patio.
The following spoke in favor the request:

1.  Tim Stewart, 517 W. Cambridge Avenue – Mr. Stewart complimented Paul Gilbert first of all for presenting an excellent presentation.  Mr. Stewart stated that the present structure was not feasible to hold family gatherings as he wished.  This house was built in the 1960’s.  It is very small.  Mr. Stewart stated that he has spent a lot of money fixing up the house.  Also, Mr. Stewart stated that this would be for the betterment of the area.  All Mr. Stewart needs is a little more room.  Also, the house faces a cove.  Mr. Stewart thanked the Board of Zoning Appeals and Paul Gilbert for his level of cooperation.  
No one spoke in opposition to the request.

Chairman Rushton closed the Public Hearing.

Chairman Rushton asked were there any other questions or concerns.  Wayne Mathis asked about the other addition that was seen on the slide.  Mr. Stewart stated that the other addition was a laundry room and bathroom.  That addition did not need a variance.  Mr. Stewart indicated that the septic tank was on the front side.  Chairman Rushton asked about the adjacent owners.  There were no problems from adjacent owners, comments or responses about the variance.
Chairman Rushton called for a motion.  Wayne Mathis made a motion to approve the variance based on meeting the four point criteria and the cove, seconded by Grant Blair and the motion carried unanimously.
Old Business - None 
New Business – None
Paul Gilbert asked the Board of Zoning Appeals, if they liked the inserts in the package with color.  The board replied that they liked the color print especially the maps in color.  It was suggested to continue the maps in color and black and white for the other materials within the package.  Mr. Gilbert stated that there appears to be two requests for next month. 

Adjournment 
The next meeting will be held on May 3, 2010.  Chairman Rushton called for a motion to adjourn, seconded by R. Wayne Craft and the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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